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CONCLUSTONS

1, Stratogically, China is ‘the most impertant area in the Far Eaat.
China's prineipal assets are 1ta central location, vast land area and
resources in manpower and mrterials. _bgcause of its geographical loca-
tion Chiﬁa can serve as a springboard i'ér further military operations
elsewhers in Asiao ,

2, Soviet control of port.ions of the Far East has already projected
the USSR's military frontiers; provided the Soviet Union with access to
~ great land areas together with the natural resources, industrial facilities
and manpower; equipped the Kremlin with bases from which to launch
further military operatiohs; and denisd to the West cert.ain raw materials
‘and the other strategic a.dvantagea of the area, PFurther develoment of
Joviet control would enhance these benefits to the USSR, Conversely,
loss of itse present limited eontrol over the Far East wou].d not only
deprive the Soviets of these benefits but would increase Western capa-
bilities in the area.
3o Although less valuab.‘l.e to the Soviet Union than China, Japan
- possesses an industrisl capacity which makes it an area of great
stmtogie importence to the USSR esmially as it relates to the
: development. of a self sufficient Far Fast, Japan, the base for UN
prosecution of Korean operations, poses a seriocus challenge to
:lnt.msts of the Soviet Union in the Par East, Conversely, under
‘Soviet control, Japan would pose a seriocus ﬂ_;roat to the U,S. position
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k. Soviet control of the food and raw material rescurces of
Southeast Asia, including the Philippines and Indcnesia, could be
of great strategic importanse to the U33R, Control of the resources of
this area would be indispcnsable in any development of a self sufficlent
Far East. Moreover, denial to the West of access to these mourcu;
especially tin and rubber, would pose major difficulties for the West
either ﬁndor conditions of gemeral war or ’conditi.ons short of general
waf. Soviet control of the féod surpluses of Southeast Asia could also
serve as a strong lever to bring India intc closer asscciation with the
Conmunist world. | | o

5, Control of Southeast Asia would strengthen the Soviet military
.position in raht.idn to the West. In the instance of the Philippines
and Indonesia such control would provide the Soviets with advanced
beses and place thun in a position ravorablc for dominating the sea
lanes 1n that part of the world and fyr more effectively protecting
their lines of supply and commnicatica,

é. Korea is-of strategic importance primarily because of its
geographic location contiguous to the borders of Manchurias and the
Maritime Proyihoc and adjacent to Japan. The presence of anti-Communist
military forces in Korea denies the Soviets an essentisl avenus of
aprroach to Japan while umuning a non-Communist position on the
continent, | o

7. Communist control of Tsiwan would oliminate the last territorial
foothold of anti-Gommnist Ghina, deprive the West of s luk in its off-
shore 1aland chain, and inorease Communist capabilities for opcrauons
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sgainst other island bue;._ comrad};. fatlure of the Commnists to
cbtain control of the iala.nd would 1&\1}0 Wéstern capsbilities in the
area intact, | '

8. In the event the USSR should expénd ite control in the Far East
and attempt development of the arei into & self-sufficient power complex,
Japan would be a koi factor in the early lﬁ.;gés.' Should such a2 power
complex be thus established in the Far East by the Soviet Union, it
could become a decisive faotor in & gcﬁeui war oscurring after such
a power conplex had roa.chod advmced stages of development.

9¢ Control, even without develomment of a ‘power complex in the

- l'nr East, could, in the cvont of general war, become a decisive factor

for the controlling power. This would be particularly twue in the
svent that the Soviet Umion should prove capable of containing Western
attacks in Eurbpe, at ihioh time thg vast manpowsr and other resources
of the Far Mt could be decisive. |
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